14              .   HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

Saint Catherine, performed at Dunstable Abbey, by
the novices in the eleventh century, under the su-
perintendence of Geoffrey a Parisian ecclesiastick:
and the exhibition of the Passion by the mendicant
friars of Coventry and other places. Instances have
been given of the like practice among the French*
The only persons who could now read were in the
religious societies; and various circumstances, pe-
culiarly arising from their situation, profession, and
institution, enabled the monks to be the sole per-
formers of these representations..

" As learning encreased, and was more widely disse^-
minated, from the monasteries, by a natural and easy
transition, the practice migrated to schools and uni-
versities, which were formed on the monastick plan,
and in many respects resembled the ecclesiastical
bodies8."

Candlemas day, or The Slaughter of the Inno-
cents, written by Ihan Parfre, in 1512, Mary Mag-
dalene, produced in the same year 9, and The Promises
of God, written by John Bale, and printed in 1538,
are curious specimens of this early species of drama*
But the most ancient as well as most complete col-
lection of this kind is The Chester Mysteries, which
were written by Ralph Higden, a monk of the Abbey
of Chester, about the year 1328x, of which a parti-

In 1589, however, an injunction made in the Mexican Council
was ratified at Rome, to prohibit all clerks from playing in the
Mysteries, even on Corpus Christi day. See History of English
Poetry, vol. ii. p. 201,

8  Warton's History of English Poetry, vol. ii. pp. 366, et-'seq.

9  MSS. Digby, 133, Bibl. BodL

* MSS. Harl" 2013, &c. "Exhibited at Chester in the year
1327, at the expence of the difierent trading companies of that
city. The Fall of-Lucifer, by the Tanners. The Creation, by
the Drapers. The Deluge by the Dyers. Abraham, Melch'ise-
dech, and Lot, by the Barbers. Moses, Balak, and Balaam, by
the Cappers. The Salutation and Nativity, by the' Wrightes;
The Shepherds Feeding their Flocks by Night," by the Painters